
26th June

INTERNATIONAL 
1) 2023 Global Competitiveness Index
• The 2023 Global Competitiveness Index was released by the International Institute 

for Management Development.
• As per the report, Denmark, Ireland, and Switzerland as the top three most 

competitive economies among 64 nations surveyed.
• The report highlights the unique approaches taken by these countries to achieve 

competitiveness and emphasizes the importance of long-term value creation.
• India, despite experiencing a slight drop of three ranks, finishes in 40th place in the 

2023 Global Competitiveness Index.

2) Global Startup Ecosystem Report 2023
• The Startup Genome released the Global Startup Ecosystem Report 2023. The 

report is a comprehensive analysis of startup ecosystems worldwide 
• Bengaluru has secured the 20th position on the list, climbing two spots from the 

previous year.
• The report highlights that the top three ecosystems—Silicon Valley, New York City, 

and London—have maintained their positions from 2020, securing the top spots. 

STATE NEWS
1) Assam’s First underwater tunnel
• Himanta Biswa Sarma, the chief Minster of Assam, recently announced the 

construction of Assam’s first-ever underwater tunnel, connecting Numaligarh and 
Gohpur.



• The project project, estimated to cost Rs 6,000 crores, will be the first rail-road tunnel 
under the Brahmaputra River in northeast India. 

• The construction of an underwater tunnel under the Brahmaputra River holds 
immense significance for Assam and the northeastern region. 

2) 1,000-Year-Old Jaina Sculptures Discovered
• Archaeologists in Siddipet district, Telangana, have made a significant discovery in 

the form of a 1,000-year-old sculpture.
• The finding, a ‘dwarapala’ sculpture representing Vijaya, the doorkeeper of Lord 

Vishnu, surpasses any previously reported findings in Telangana. 
• Measuring six feet above the ground and three feet below, with a thickness of 9 

inches, the sculpture was carved out of granite stone in relief.

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY 
1) Infosys and Danske Bank collaboration 
• Infosys and Danske Bank have entered into a long-term collaboration aimed at 

accelerating the bank’s digital transformation goals.
• The partnership valued at $454 million for an initial 5-year period, with the potential 

for three one-year extensions, is intended to support Danske Bank in achieving its 
strategic objectives of improving client experiences, operational efficiency, and 
implementing advanced technologies for a modernized technological environment.



AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 
1) Order of the Nile
• Indian Prime Minster Narendra Modi was bestowed with the highest state honor of 

the country, the Order of the Nile.  
• The Order of the Nile was established in the year 1915 by Sultan Hussein Kamel of 

Egypt.
• The Order of the Nile consists of three units made of pure gold.

2) Indian Medical Association award
• Indian Medical Association has selected Dr. K. Venugopal, chief consultant in 

respiratory medicine at General Hospital, Alappuzha for the Indian Medical 
Association (IMA) awards under the category of community service.

• Indian Medical Association was Formed in 1928 & is Headquartered in New Delhi.

3) Honorary doctorate by Birmingham City University
• A well known Singer-composer,  Shankar Mahadevan has been granted an honorary 

doctorate by Birmingham City University (BCU) in England. 
• The prestigious recognition is a tribute to his significant contributions to the field of 

music and the arts. 

IMPORTANT DAYS
1) International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking
• Every year, on June 26th, the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 

Trafficking is observed to promote global efforts in eliminating drug abuse.
• Theme of 2023: “People first: Stop stigma and discrimination, strengthen prevention”. 



SPORTS
1) 16th Special Olympics World Games
• The 16th Special Olympics World Games, the world’s largest inclusive sports event, 

took place in Berlin, Germany, from 17th June to 25th June 2023.
• The event brought together thousands of athletes with intellectual disabilities from 

around the globe to compete in 26 sports. 
• For the first time, Germany had been chosen as the host country for the Special 

Olympics World Games.
• India ended its Special Olympics World Games 2023 campaign by winning 202 

medals (76 gold, 75 silver and 51 bronze), with the last of the medals coming from 
the athletics track.

2) Indonesia as the host country for the U-17 World Cup
• Indonesia has been officially selected as the host country for the U-17 World Cup. 
• The tournament is scheduled to take place from November 10 to December 2 of this 

year. The hosting rights were initially granted to Peru in 2019 but were later 
withdrawn due to concerns over the country’s infrastructure conditions. 

• Brazil is the current champion of FIFA U-17 World Cup


